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	Dates to Remember
· Reading Period: November 1, 2009-January 4, 2010
· All contest entries must be submitted before January 22, 2010

	The Need for Speed
In today’s fast-paced lifestyle there is always a need to complete tasks with greater speed.  Reading is no exception.  Would you like to read Braille faster?  Jerry Whittle, the Braille teacher at the Louisiana Center for the Blind, offers some tips in his recent article in the Braille Monitor.  Read “Double Your Pleasure—Double Your Speed” by Mr. Whittle in the March 2009 issue of the Braille Monitor.

Team Corner
Are you competing in the Braille Readers Are Leaders contest as a member of a team?  Competing on a team is a great way to stay motivated and to motivate your friends.  In addition to being fun, competing on a team gives you the opportunity to win another prize!  There are three teams registered in the adult Braille Readers Are Leaders contest.  You can check out what each team is doing by following them on Twitter or through their blogs (see information below).  

Celebraillities: blog http://www.olivero.us/cellebraillities Twitter hash tag #celebraillities
The ABLE Group: Twitter account NFBI
Team Go SAVVI: this team is not using social media 
Are you still interested in creating a team for the contest?  It’s not too late, register your team today! 


	Do you have questions?  Contact Natalie Shaheen:

410.659.9314 x2293

Nshaheen@nfb.org
or visit our Web site

www.nfb.org/bral

	Help Needed
In commemoration of the two hundredth anniversary of Louis Braille’s birth the National Federation of the Blind has started a Braille Readers are Leaders Campaign to address the Braille literacy crisis. To help us address this crisis we need information from adult Braille readers.  You can help us by filling out a very short, seventeen-question, survey online. This survey is completely confidential and will not affect your participation in the Braille Readers Are Leaders contest. Donate five minutes of your time to help change the state of Braille literacy in this country. Note: this survey is designed for blind Braille readers; thus the sighted teachers and parents competing in the contest do not need to fill it out.
Looking for Books

Do you need more Braille books to read for the contest?  NFB ShareBraille is a free service that connects people looking for Braille books with people who have Braille books to give away.  Visit www.nfbsharebraille.org for additional information about this wonderful opportunity to acquire more Braille books.

Braille Braille Braille

Under the direction of Mary Jo Thorpe-Hartle, the NFB Jernigan Institute’s education team is working on many programs to promote Braille literacy.  Visit the education team’s Web site to learn more about the programs we are facilitating.

Frequently Asked Questions

May I compete as both an individual and a member of a team?  YES!  Actually, all members of a team must be registered as individual competitors in the Braille Readers Are Leaders contest.
Do I have to keep two reading logs?  Everyone is required to track their reading on the Excel reading log provided on our Web site.  If you would like to compete for a spot on the Leader Board you must also submit your data through the interactive form online by following the link titled “Update Your Reading Log for the Leader Board” on our Web site (www.nfb.org/bral).  So, if you are competing for a spot on the Leader Board you will be keeping two reading logs.
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